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Population  

1811  15,083 

1841  36,629 

1871  76,339 

Key Dates 

1775 First spinning mill built in Blackburn 

1810  Leeds to Liverpool Canal opens in Blackburn 

1846  Blackburn Train Station opens 

1878 Blackburn becomes a town 

Key Inventions  

Water Frame 
(1759) 

First fully automated spinning machine 

Spinning Jenny 
(1774) 

Allowed weavers to add extra thickness  

Spinning Mule 
(1779) 

Able to work more than 1,000 spindles at once 

Power Loom 
(1784) 

Could weave and wrap threads quicker than humans 


