
 

Enabling pupils with SEND in primary mathematics. 

At The Redeemer we have adopted the  

White Rose Maths scheme because of its  

philosophy which believes that everyone can,  

no matter what their starting point,  

learn and improve at maths. 

 

 

High expectations: 

According to the latest Ofsted guidance the less able children require more teaching not 

less. This has implications for working with additional adults and managing successful 

working peer relationships. Don’t just tell the learner you have high expectations for them, 

show them. Set a goal and support the learner to work towards it. 

Developing relationships / knowing pupils:  

Teachers know pupils and their needs, understanding what is ambitious for each individual, 

and the measures required to help pupils meet these goals. The small steps structure, the 

progression documents and the assessments that underpin the White Rose Maths 

curriculum will help teachers to identify gaps. At the beginning of the year record…“One 

thing I would like my teacher to know about how I learn best in maths is…” 

Quality feedback: (Motivation – praise the effort not the result). 

Pupils having difficulty grasping any concept should be identified quickly and provided with 

extra support. When you identify particular misconceptions, be specific, accurate, and clear 

with your feedback. 

Scaffolded learning: 

Developing long-term memory through revisiting and recapping (reminding). Including 

opportunities to look at topics again and in new contexts. 

Plan for misconceptions - examples of where pupils could go wrong (warning learners about 

the misconceptions) or challenging the pupils to spot, explain and rectify errors to 

successfully restructure their understanding.  

Use further worked examples of questions which clearly illustrate the relationships between 

numbers – one more/less, doubles/halves. 



 

Developing confidence/independence/resilience:  

Ensure that the foundations of number are embedded to prevent maths anxiety.            

Employ 3 B4 Me strategy. 

1. Brain (think for themselves) 

2. Buddy (ask a peer) 

3. Book or board (e.g. textbook or working maths wall) 

Engagement through a hands on approach: 
Use of concrete and pictorial representations are particularly useful for pupils with SEND. 

Children are presented with a range of physical representations to find the resource which 

helps them to learn the best. For example the Tens Frame can be used alongside Dienes, 

until the Tens Frame can be removed, leaving the child to work with the Dienes only.  

Appropriate curriculum (age, interest and ability): 
Guidance is provided in small steps, often including indicators of what pupils need to have 
covered before in order to access a step. If the need is great, teachers can track back to 
work from previous weeks, terms and years. (Teachers can also track back using: Mastering 
Number from Abacus Hub, Big Maths calculations, Calculation Policy and Mental Maths 
Calculation Policy.) If needed provide a ‘parallel’ activity for pupils with SEND and/or 
disabilities, so that the given child can work towards the same lesson objective as their 
peers, but in a different way. 

Questioning and modelling for challenge: 

Explicitly teach the vocabulary that pupils will need to access the lesson and check their 
understanding of it to remove a significant barrier for learning. Employ stem sentences to 
enable children to articulate their reasoning. 

Inclusive learning environment: 

Use the maths working wall in your classroom, check that it’s accessible to all pupils. Too 
much information on a working wall can be overwhelming for pupils with concentration 
difficulties. Ensure that resources are labelled clearly and ready to hand. 

 



 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


